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Abstract. The article presents a review on Vasileva S.A. monograph ““| was in
prison and you came to visit me...”: the history of the origin of prison service practice
in the Protestant tradition and its influence on the course of prison reform in America,
Europe and Russia» given by Nesterova Olga lvanovna, DSc (History), senior inspector
on special assignments of the division of penal legislation, planning and conducting of
official inspections of the Legal Department in the Federal Penitentiary Service of Russia.
The monograph is devoted to the origin and development of prison service practice in
the Protestant tradition and its impact on prison reforms in Europe and America in the
XIX century. Through the prism of prison philanthropy societies formation and the
Institute of prison chaplains formation in the United Kingdom and the United States,
the author explored theological, legal and practical aspects of prison service in the
Protestant tradition. Turning to the history of Christian missionaries, who acted long
before the penal reforms of the XIX century, the author rethinks the theoretical and
methodological content of English penological doctrines. British penitentiary ideology
and American practice were extrapolated in the XIX century to all European countries,
marking the beginning of the creation of national penitentiary systems in Europe
and the Russian Empire. The work analyzes the materials that have not previously
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been introduced into scientific circulation and not translated into Russian. The
monographic study is recommended to historians, theologians, lawyers, specialists
in the field of penology, students and graduate students of the Humanities, as well as
anyone interested in the history of penitentiary reforms and problems of social history
in general.

Keywords: prison service, prison chaplain, prison reform of XVIII-XIX centuries,
Pennsylvania and Auburn system of prison, prison congresses, prison philanthropy.

AHHOTauusA. B ctatbe npeacrtaBneHa peLeH3ns OOKTOpa UCTOPUYECKMX HaYK,
CTapLllero nHcnekTopa no ocobbiM MOpyYeHUsM oTaena YrosioBHO-UCMNONMHUTENBHO-
ro 3akOHOLaTenbLCTBA, NMaHUPOBaHMA U NPOBEAEHUS CNyXebHbIX NPOBEPOK MpaBo-
Boro ynpaeneHna ®CUH Poccun Hecteposoi Onbru MiBaHOBHBI HAa MOHOrpadumio
Bacunbeson C. A. «"B TemHuue 6bin, u Bbl Npuwinin ko MHe...“: nctopus sapoxgeHus
NPaKTUKN TIOPEMHOIO CMyXXEHUSA B NPOTECTAHTCKOM TpaguLUnn 1 ero BrvMsiHAe Ha Xo4
neHMTEHUMapHbIX pedopm B AMepuke, EBpone n Poccumy». MoHorpadgus nocsiLeHa
3apOXAEHNIO Y Pa3BUTUIO MPAKTMKN THOPEMHOIO CYXEHMS B MPOTECTaHTCKON Tpaau-
LMK 1 ee BIIMSHMIO Ha NeHUTEHUnapHble pedopmbl B cTpaHax EBponbl 1 AMepukn B
XIX B. CkBO3b NpM3My CTaHOBIIEHUS OBLLECTB THOPEMHOM ounaHTponum n bopmmnpo-
BaHWsS MHCTUTYTa THOPEMHbIX KanennaHoB B Benukobputanmm n CLUA aBTOp nccne-
JoBarn Teonornyeckne, NpaBoBble, MPAKTUYECKME acneKTbl THOPEMHOIO CIY>XEHUS
B nNpoTecTaHTckon Tpaguumn. Obpallascbk K UCTOPUN XPUCTUAHCKUX MUCCUOHEPOB,
KOTOpble A4ENCTBOBANM 3a40Mro 40 NeHMTeHUMapHbIX pedopm XIX B., aBTOp nepeoc-
MbICIMBaeT TEOPETUKO-METOLAONOrMYeCcKoe COAePKaHNe aHrMUACKNX NEHONOTMYECKMX
OOKTPUH. BputaHckaa neHuTeHUnapHas Maeonorust 1 amepukaHckas npaktmka obinm
aKkcTpanonuposaHbl B XIX B. Ha BCe eBpOnenckne CTpaHbl, NOMOXUB Hayano cosaa-
HMIO HaUMOHarbHbIX MEHUTEHLMaPHbIX CUCTEM cTpaH EBponkl n Poccuinckon numnepun.
B kHWre npoaHanuaMpoBaHbl MaTepuarbl, paHee He BBOAMBLLMECS B Hay4HbIN 060poT
N He nepeBefeHHble Ha pycckuin a3blk. MoHorpadudeckoe nccrnegoBaHne pekomeH-
ayeTcs uctopvkam, Teororam, npaBoBeAam, creumanuctam B obrnactn neHonorum,
CTygeHTam M acnvpaHTam rymaHuTapHbiX pakynbTeToB, a TakKe BCeM, KTO UHTepe-
cyeTcsa UCTopuen NeHnTeHumapHolix pedopm 1 npobnemamu coumansHOW NCTOPUK
B LLENTIOM.

KniouyeBble croBa: THOpEMHOE CINyXXeHWe, TIPEMHBbIV KanennaH, NeHMTeHUnapHble
pedopmbl XVIII-XIX BB., neHcunbBaHckasi 1 000pHCKasi NEHUTEHUMapPHbIE CUCTEMBI,
TIOPEMHbIE KOHIpecchbl, TopeMHasa unaHTponus.
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The study of the processes of formation
and evolution of national penitentiary systems
is one of the priorities of modern research on
the history of the state and law. The importance
of this or that option on reforming the system
of criminal penalties execution at the time
of F. M. Dostoevsky can be determined by
his expression, that the level of civilization
of society can be judged by its prisons.
Currently, the Russian Federation is working on
strengthening the rule of law and strengthening
the fight against crime. The main task is to
improve the penitentiary system and to increase
the efficiency of its functioning. In this regard,
the objective study and evaluation of the world
historical experience of penitentiary practices
and their implementation on the example of
the pioneer countries of penitentiary reforms
is of great importance for the development of
modern Russian penal system.

In this regard, the monograph of the deputy
chief of the department of philosophy and
history at the Academy of the FPS of Russia,
PhD (History), Associate Professor Svetlana
Anatol’evna Vasil’eva ““l was In prison and you
came to visit me...”: the history of the origin of
the practice of prison service in the Protestant
tradition and its influence on the course of
prison reform in America, Europe and Russia”
(Vasil'eva, S. A. 2019) is a complete scientific
work devoted to an important theoretical and
practical problem —the peculiarities of the prison
service practice formation and the institution
of prison chaplains in Western countries in the
XVIII-XIX centuries. The name of the reviewed
monograph causes an associative connection
with the precedent text, in this case with The
Holy Scripture. The Bible remains a permanent
reference, an encyclopedia of historical
examples, which allows us to establish a
formal analogy between real events and sacred
history. The twenty-fifth Chapter of Matthew, in
which Jesus appears hungry, poor, wandering,
sick, and a prisoner: “For | was hungry and
you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty
and you gave me something to drink, | was
a stranger and you invited me in, | needed

clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and
you looked after me, | was in prison and you
came to visit me” (Matthew 25: 35-36) remains
perhaps the most popular gospel text on which
the preaching ethics and rhetoric of the prison
clergy in both the Orthodox and Protestant
and Catholic traditions are based. It is not by
chance that the first philanthropic society in
Russia, the Society Board of Trustees about
prisons (1819), determined the main purpose
of its activity “to serve our Lord and his lesser
brethren, with all my soul and all my thoughts
and with all my heart, in order to fulfill His Holy
commandment “to be in prison and come to
visit me” (Tarasov, O. A. & Vasil'eva, S. A.
2010, p. 81).

The scientific novelty of the work is in the
fact that it is essentially the first study of the
early practice of prison service in the Protestant
tradition during the formation and development
of national penitentiary systems of Great Britain
and the United States. The conducted scientific
analysis from modern positions fills the existing
gap in the national historical and historical-
legal literature on this topic.

However, the reviewed monograph satisfies
not only a certain “historical interest”, but has
an actual character in modern conditions. In
the Preface the author refers to the statement
of the Chairman of the Synodal Department of
the Moscow Patriarchate on prison service of
Bishop Irinarch of Krasnogorsk about readiness
to follow the practice developed in the West
in questions of the organization of work with
religious convicts (Vasil’'eva, S. A. 2019,
p. 5). The study of S. A. Vasil'eva is devoted
to the earliest practice in the West. The author
sets a task to systematize and comprehend
formation of Church prison service traditions in
Great Britain and America, which experience
became an essential basis of penitentiary
reforms of the XIX century in the European
countries and the Russian Empire. According
to the author, it will give new opportunities for
reception of the European historical experience
of social Institute of prison chaplains’
activity.
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According to its structure, S. A. Vasilyeva’s
monograph consists of a preface, an introduction
and three chapters (each chapter is divided
into three paragraphs), as well as appendices
and references. The chosen structure looks
thoughtful and logical, reflecting the object
and subject, the purpose and objectives of
the monographic study, fully allowing to reveal
the origin history of the prison service practice
in the Protestant tradition. S. A. Vasilyeva quite
reasonably defined the tasks of her work,
namely: “...to consider the social institution of
prison chaplains formation, and related power
relations in the context of national uniqueness
of social and cultural practices» (Vasil'eva, S.
A. 2019, p. 11). The author puts forward a
hypothesis about the dominant influence of the
Protestant worldview on the formation process
of the European system of punishments
execution as a whole.

The preface presents an overview of modern
foreign historiography studies of the history of
English and American penal systems of modern
times. Consideration of modern Russian
historiography on the researched issue shows
the impressive number of publications of S. A.
Vasilyeva in serious scientific journals, as well
as the citation of major works included in the
systems of the Russian science citation index
(RSCI) and Web of Science. The materials
included in the monograph were repeatedly
tested in the form of reports and presentations
at conferences and scientific seminars of
international level (Vasil'eva, S. A. 2018), as
well as in the events of the Institute of World
history of the RAS (Vasil'eva, S. A. 2019), this
indicates that the author’s research has high
quality of scientific component.

The historical documents presented in the
monograph reveal a serious scientific research
based on an impressive source base and deep
author’s analytical work. S. A. Vasil’eva used
in the monograph an extensive list of English-
language sources, including legal documents,
pamphlets, preaching and penitentiary
literature. The main body of historical sources
was materials containing information of

personal origin: memoirs-autobiographies
and memoirs of contemporaries, diaries and
correspondence. Introducing a wide scientific
circulation of rich factual material, the author
does not avoid ideological aspects. A deep
analysis of philosophical and socio-legal
treatises, containing reflections of politicians,
clergy, philanthropists and educators, and
specific projects of penitentiary reform, is
presented in earlier scientific articles of the
author of the monograph. Considering the
intellectual legacy of such British prison
reformers as John Howard (Vasil'eva, S. A.
2017), Jonas Hanway (Vasil'eva, S. A. 2017),
Elizabeth Fry (Vasil'eva, S. A. 2015), the author
of the monograph reveals unique ideas of using
the reforming potential of the Christian religion
in penitentiary transformations in the analyzed
sources. The first experience of organization
of spiritual pastoral care and prison service
chaplains in the context of national prison
reforms was recreated on the sources of
personal origin (Vasil'eva, S. A. 2016), based
on the study of documents and materials of
state and public organizations involved in the
process of penitentiary reform (Vasil'eva, S. A.
2017). Thus, on the basis of a comprehensive
study of English-language materials, first
translated into Russian, it was proposed a
comprehensive study of prison service practice
and the formation of social and legal institution
of prison chaplains in the context of national
prison reforms in the United Kingdom and the
United States.

The compositional structure of the
monograph is chronicle: the author unfolds
the narration, consistently describing the most
significant periods in the development of prison
service practice in the United Kingdom and the
United States. The language of the monograph
includes elements of scientific and journalistic
styles. In the first chapter “Formation of the
traditions of pastoral care of prisoners in Britain
in the XVII — beginning of the XVIII century and
the start of regulatory documents formation
(HopmaTtuBHoe odopmneHune)”’ is devoted
to the questions of foundations of pastoral
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service formation, the origins of prison custody,
missionary and charity. The author analyzes
the history of spontaneous missionary work
in English prisons in the pre-reform period. In
particular, S. A. Vasil'eva draws attention to
the genesis of the conceptual idea “religion as
a means of healing criminal behavior”, which
will be one of the ideologies of the upcoming
prison reforms. The study of the legislative
practice of the XVIII century, associated with
the registration of the chaplain’s position as a
staff in the structure of prison administration,
is of particular interest.

The second chapter of the monographic
study “The first practice of prison service
in great Britain and America under the
conditions of prison reform” is devoted directly
to the experience of the first chaplains in
the first progressive prison systems named
Pennsylvania and Auburn. S. A. Vasil’eva
examines the Quaker approach to punishment,
used mainly for spiritual transformation of
the penitent offender (sinner) in the context
of penitential (penitentiary) conclusion
(Vasileva, S. A. 2015). However, supporters
of this approach almost immediately found
religious and political opponents, caused a
lot of controversial assessments. Alternative
practices have led to the gradual nationalization
of the penitentiary system and its secularization.
Religion has turned from a driving force of
prison modernization into an ally of educational
programs of correction and resocialization
of offenders. At this stage, the clergy were
entrusted with a mission clearly limited by the
prison’s internal regulations.

The third chapter, “The prison service as a
role model for the European national reform:
reception of the Anglo-American experience” is
devoted to the introduction of Anglo-American
penal practices, multiple modes of reproduction
and adaptation of these regimes under
confessional features of European countries
and the Russian Empire. For example, at the
stage of origin and legal regulation of the first
Russian organizations of prison custody, they
have qualitative differences from American

and European prototypes. The author explains
this by a number of reasons that lie both in the
peculiarities of the Russian political system and
in the differences of the Russian civil society.

The results of this work are summarized and
presented in the conclusion of the monograph.
They are reliable and full-fledged. A careful
reading of the monograph leads to the
conclusion that the author, at least, managed
at a high professional level to summarize the
material about the early prison service practices
in the pre-reform period; to analyze the origins
of missionary work as an understanding of
Christian duty and love for one’s neighbor;
to pay attention to the significant moments of
the religious and moral content of the rhetoric
and practice of European prison reforms.
The theoretical, methodological and practical
foundations in the formation of prison service
traditions in Protestant societies of Great
Britain and the United States, as well as the
adoption of ready-made models of cooperation
between religious organizations and the State
in the field of execution of criminal penalties is
consistently considered.

The monograph of S. A. Vasil'eva is quite
interesting and significant scientific work
prepared by the author on topical issues at
the intersection of the history of State and
law and social history. In addition, the topic
chosen by the author is of great interest for
comparative law, intellectual and cultural
history, history of the Christian Church and
penitentiary history. Using methodological tools
and principles of “new cultural and intellectual
history” the author presented an original vision
of prison service mission in the Protestant
tradition. The study of the past allowed
S. A. Vasil'eva to draw a number of scientific
conclusions. One of them is that “the new
social form” — the prison system in Protestant
societies is built around the true religious
concepts of mercy, repentance, redemption
and conversion (Vasil'eva, S. A. 2019).
S. A. Vasil'eva also emphasizes that “the search
for state reformers and the ways of preachers
converge on the image of the prison pastor-
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chaplain, designed to represent the union of
Church and the State in the changing paradigm
of criminal punishment” (Vasil’eva, S. A.
2019). Subsequently, according to the author,
the introduction of Anglo-American penitentiary
models, their repeated copying and gradual
distancing from the religious principles of the
puritans, which were the primary theoretical
and methodological basis of imprisonment,
revealed the controversial effectiveness.
Without adapting borrowed models to the socio-
cultural realities of a particular country, even
the most successful experience can lead to the
opposite results. Unconventional conclusion of
the author, confirming the hypothesis about the
dominant influence of the Christian worldview
on the formation process of the penal system
in England in the XVIII century, which, in turn,
makes adjustments to the existing concept of
a unified understanding of the secular nature
of European legal reforms (Vasil'eva, S. A. &
Erlikhson, I. M. 2018).

At the same time, | would like to express
my opinions on some of the estimates set out
in the monograph. The paper notes that “at
the beginning of the XIX century, Russian civil
society in comparison with Western European
and, especially, American, was a “foolish
baby”. It could not be possible to delegate
managerial powers to it, especially in such a
traditionally state sphere as the execution of
punishments, in Russian conditions. However,
it seemed at that time a successful solution
to shift some penitentiary tasks, which the
state itself could not cope with, to the public
trusteeship organizations “ (Vasil'eva, S. A.
2019). We believe that this is not entirely
true. The history of the Russian Empire, of
course, has always been primarily the history of
Russian statehood, a demonstration of power
and influence of authoritarian power, the State
dominated in the social and economic spheres,
prevailed in the hierarchy of values of Russians,
was the supreme arbiter and guarantor
of rights and obligations (Tarasov, O. A.
& Vasileva, S. A. 2010, p. 77). Although in
this context, the delegation of administrative

powers to the Russian Orthodox Church in
the field of execution of criminal penalties
(according to the experience of Anglo-
American models) was out of the question,
the Church became a full spiritual partner
of the reformed penitentiary system. There
are also facts of independent philanthropic
initiatives of the Russian nobility and clergy
on the organization of prison guardianship,
which, on the contrary, met obstacles from the
state and the bureaucracy. At the same time,
I would like to once again draw attention to the
difficult topic for research and the complexity
of the stated tasks. Discussions around these
issues, in particular about the influence of
religion on convicts correction, the specifics
of the spiritual guidance of an unusual flock, the
mechanisms of cooperation between Church
and the State in the penitentiary sphere are far
from being finished. Despite the advantages of
the proposed monograph, the author should
be invited to continue the consideration of the
socio-cultural context of penitentiary reforms
of the XIX century and applied problems of the
history of Church prison service organization.

The undoubted advantage of this publication
is the appendix, which presents detailed
pointers: nominal, religious studies, thematic
and chronological, as well as excerpts of
normative documents in the original language
in translation by S. A. Vasil'eva. Attention is
drawn to a serious bibliographic list of sources
and literature. Selection of illustrations in the
text enriches the content and expands the
potential circle of readers of the scientific
publication. Thus, a monographic study of
Svetlana Vasil’eva is possible to recognize
new significant scientific achievement,
which is original, independent and credible.
The publication is aimed at a wide range of
readers: specialists, students and practitioners
of the Federal penitentiary service of Russia,
clergy, and, of course, can be useful not only
to historians, legal theorists and specialists of
the penal system, but also to anyone interested
in the problems of penitentiary reforms and
social history in general.
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